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PBIS 

By Madison Evans 
Word of the month: compassion  

 

 

 

Book Review 

Who Would Win series 

By Adriana Quinzi    

Who do you think would win if a grizzly bear  

and polar bear were to fight?  Polar bears DO NOT live in 

Antarctica; they live in the North Pole.  The grizzly lives on 

land.  Polar bears blend into their environment with their white 

fur like in the snow, ice, and slush.  Grizzly bears also blend 

into their environment.  They come in all different colors like 

dark brown, brown, reddish brown, and blond. They blend in 

with the leaves, dirt, rocks, and trees.   

 

Polar bears are about ten feet tall, and grizzly bears are about 

eight feet tall.  They both can stand on their hind legs.  A polar 

bears’ claws are bigger than a book, and a Grizzly bears claws 

are about four inches long.  Polar bears are great swimmers 

and their favorite food is seals. Grizzly bears are good 

swimmers, but they are omnivores, so they would rather not 

have to swim for their food. What’s your prediction?  Who do 

you think would win if a grizzly bear and polar bear were to 

fight? Read this awesome series for more fun facts! 
 

1.    PBIS, Reading Counts,  
      Book Reviews 
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3.   Math, Crafts, Science 
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12   Student ART, Puzzle 
 
 
 
 

Science Corner 

By Katie Filler 

 

Try my 
experiment! 
See page 2 

 

 

 

Cindy Hsu 
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Science Corner 

By Katie Filler 

 

Make a Christmas Lava Lamp  

 

You will need 
 A clear plastic water bottle with a cap 

(that won’t leak) 
 Water 
 Vegetable oil 
 Red or green food coloring 
 Alka-Seltzer (or any other tablet that 

fizzes) 
  

What to do 

1. Fill the water bottle ¼ full with water. 
2. Fill the rest of the bottle with vegetable oil 

(leave a little room at the top). 
3. Let the water and oil separate. 
4. Add about 12 drops of food coloring (I 

picked red for Christmas).  
5. Watch the food coloring fall through the oil 

and mix with the water. 
6. Cut the tablet into 4 pieces and place into 

the bottle. 
7. Watch the bubbles go up & down in your 

new lava lamp. 
8. Once the bubbles stop, you can put in 

another piece of the tablet. 
9. Put the cap on tightly.  
10. Tip: You can turn the bottle upside down 

and then put it back up.  Your lava lamp will 
bubble again. You can save it for later and 
put more tablets in later. 
 

The oil and water you added don’t mix and stay 
apart.  The oil stays on top because it’s lighter 
than water. This lets the food coloring fall to the 
bottom with the water.  The pieces of Alka-Seltzer 
let out small bubbles of carbon dioxide gas that go 
to the top and takes some of the colored water.  
The gas escapes when it reaches the top and 
colored water falls back down.  Now you have an 
awesome lava lamp!   

Shout out to sciencekids.co.nz/experiments 

 

 

Riddle 

By Michael Walsh 

What is white and fun to build and, has a 
carrot nose and 2 eyes made of coal? 

 
 

 

Answers on page 7 

Never perform 
any experiment 
without adult 
supervision 
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Math Problems 

By Evan Gray 
It’s math time again! 
 
1.  A jar has 10 marbles. Jill takes 5 away. How 
many are left in the jar?  
10 - 5 =___ 
 

2. Two third grade classes are saving up box 
tops. The first one has 20 box tops. The second 
one has 3 times that much. How many box tops 
does the second class have?    20 x 3 =___ 
 

3. Solve. 0.4x0.9=___ 

Answers on page 7 
 

Cool Winter Dino Facts 

By Joey Pino-Kerr 

Arctic Dinosaurs? 

 
Hello readers and welcome back to more cool 
dinosaur facts. These dinosaurs are more suited for 
the freezing ice age and colder climates than last 
month’s. Let’s get right to it. To start off, I will tell you 
some facts about the great woolly beast of the ice age 
known as the great woolly mammoth.  The woolly 
mammoth is an 11 foot tall hairy dino that dates as far 
back as 10,000 years ago. The woolly mammoth has 
two long and pointy tusks used to fight other male 
mammoths or to fight off  predators.  
 
The next ice age beast will be the saber tooth tiger. 
The saber tooth tiger is part of the big cat family 
which is more like to ancestor of the well-known tiger 
of today. The saber tooth tiger has two long canine 
teeth that stick out of its mouth, The saber tooth 
tiger’s teeth are about 28 cm or 11 inches long.  This 
big prehistoric cat used its long two teeth to hang on 
and catch their prey. They weighed about 150 pounds.  
 
The ice age beast I will be talking about next is the 
woolly rhino. The woolly rhino is an ice age beast that 
is basically a white rhino with fur. It is a lot like the 
modern day rhino, but its horns are much bigger and 
this hairy beast lived about 5.3 million years ago. Well, 
that's it for my article.   

 

Craft Corner 

Snow Globes 

By Kayla Bigelow 

 

 
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/diy-snow-globe-ornaments/ 

 

 

Snow Globe Ornament  

 

What you need: 

Clear plastic ornament, small foam beads or fake 

snow 

Stickers [snowflakes], sharpie [ask parents first] 

Glitter [optional] 

 

How to make it:  

 

1. Get the clear ornament and fill it with the 

foam beads or the fake snow then add 

your glitter [ leave some room]. 

2. Close the ornament. 

3. Draw a picture of Santa, a snowman, or 

anything that has to do with winter.  

4. Add your stickers and make it look how 

you want it to look! 

5. Finally, put it on your tree and enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/diy-snow-globe-ornaments/
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Cristmas Adventure
©
 

By  Braeden DiGiovanni 

 Once there was an elf, a reindeer, and a snow- 

no I am not going to say a snowman- and a snowrabbit. 

Now this may seem peculiar but they were friends. That 

same day Santa told them to save Christmas from- now I 

am serious- the Easter Bunny. He wanted to have the 

fame Santa has (he already does, but he cannot see it 

through the jealousy that clouded his mind) so he 

thought he should steal Christmas like the Grinch. 

 Now I should tell you of the journey they took. 

First they had to cross Valentine Hill with toxic candy-

smelling gases. With their gas masks on, not allowed to 

talk to each other, the trek was long and tiring. They 

slowly got through though and  quickly got talking. 

 ¨Why are we doing this?¨ Rainy asked, angrily 

stamping his hooves. 

 ¨To please Santa of course! How had you 

forgotten? You are the son of Rudolph!¨ Evan exclaimed 

taking out his toy-making kit. 

 ¨Now you´re talking.¨ Snowy said vigorously 

 They crossed Birthday Mound, Saint Patrick's 

Day Field, and arrived at Easter Hollow where they met 

the Easter Bunny… “Wow you actually made it! 

HAHAHA! Delta Rune’s world you actually made it!” 

Easter laughed. 

 They told the Easter Bunny why he should give 

back Christmas and that he is as special as Santa. They 

journeyed back to the North Pole and gave back 

Christmas!! 

THE END          
 

 

North Pole Update 

By Madison Evans 

 

 Did you hear? The elves are making toys 

and getting ready to pack the sleigh for Santa! 

Also, Mrs. Claus is making a ton of pies and 

cookies to fatten Santa up. At the North Pole they 

are working very hard to deliver your special 

presents. 

 

What kind do you think is Santa’s favorite 

kind of cookie? Chocolate chip? Or maybe a 

sugar cookie? The reindeer are training on their 

flying and Rudolph’s nose is very bright and 

ready for Christmas! Santa is checking, so make 

sure to be on the nice list! Merry Christmas 

everyone! See you soon.  

         

    
 

 
 

Hailey Sanders 
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Healthy Choices: Holiday Health Tips 

By Hailey Sanders 

Hey Pennell Penguins! Winter is here which makes me 
think of Christmas, my most favorite holiday of all, and I 
bet it’s yours, too! Today I’m going to give you a 
healthy, but delicious Christmas meal I think you will 
love! First tip for a healthy holiday meal, try to cut down 
on salt. This is my holiday meal: I get a fresh turkey with 
some mashed potatoes - you can’t forget mashed 
potatoes! Also my Mom loves to give me asparagus 
(spinach is good, too). I also have sweet potatoes, and 
one of my absolute favorites, pineapple stuffing. It’s 
sweet, but amazing. Afterwards you can treat yourself 
with some dessert  like pumpkin pie, apple pie, ice 
cream cake, I mean it’s Christmas you can’t go without 
cake on the holidays and my secret recipe and favorite 
penuche cake. The key is moderation. That means don’t 
eat too much of anything. It’s okay to have a little of 
everything.  Thanks for reading and have a healthy and 
happy holiday! 

Sports: Winter Sports  

By Raymond Diamond 

It’s now winter! Many sports happen in winter like 
basketball. Basketball starts in late fall and goes 
into winter, it is indoors so no snow gets in. Soccer 

can be played indoors. Swimming can because 
there are indoor pools so it can’t be too cold or too 
hot. There are still so many sports you can play in 
the winter! 

Classified Ads 

To place an ad in this column,  
contact Ms. Cameron 

 
Newspaper Club: Freelance writers are wanted for the 
school newspaper. Students or their teachers may 
submit short stories (250 words maximum) and poems 
for publication. Email your submission to Ms. Cameron 
at  vcameron@pdsd.org  All submissions will be 
published subject to available space. 
 
Chorus Members: Open to all 4th and 5th grade 
students. Desire to sing and entertain required. Must be 
willing to attend practice before school. Must be willing 
to miss class twice a year for concerts.  Bring a friend.  
Contact Mrs. O’Kane.  

Jokes  

By Skye Bachetti 
 

Q: What food do you get when you cross frosty with a 
wolf? 
A: A brrrrrr-grrrrrr! 
 
Q: What does an abominable snowman and a bat give 
you? 
A:  A frostbite! 
 
Q: What does frosty the snowman like to put on his 
icebergers? 
A: Chilly sauce! 
 
Q: What did the snowman have for breakfast? 
A: Frosted snowflakes! 
 
Q: What can you have in December but not in any other 
month? 
A: The letter D! 
 
Q: Why did the girl leave her trumpet in the snow? 
A: She liked cool music! 

 

Q: What kind of diet did the snowman go 
on? 

A: The Meltdown diet 
 

Green Corner 

By Madison Evans 

 Hi I’m going to tell you how to be green this 
holiday season. You can put your tree outside to 
make a home for animals. Also you can reuse glass 
bottles and make ornaments for your tree. For 
Christmas lights, if you have leftover batteries 
recycle them!! We found out how on Best Buy’s 
website:  https://www.bestbuy.com/site/recycling/recycle-
faqs/pcmcat174700050009.c?id=pcmcat174700050009 

 
Customers can drop off rechargeable batteries at 
any U.S. and Puerto Rico Best Buy stores.  
 
Best Buy does not accept alkaline batteries for 
disposal. Customers should call 1-800-RECYCLING 
or visit www.1800recycling.com to find alkaline 
battery recycling centers in their neighborhoods.  
Hope you have a marvelous Christmas and don't 
make your list too long. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/snowflake-snow-winter-blue-flake-2910087/
https://pixabay.com/en/snowflake-snow-winter-blue-flake-2910087/
mailto:vcameron@pdsd.org
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/recycling/recycle-faqs/pcmcat174700050009.c?id=pcmcat174700050009
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/recycling/recycle-faqs/pcmcat174700050009.c?id=pcmcat174700050009
http://recyclenation.com/
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Poetry 

Ice 

By Katie Filler 
 
Ice comes in the night like a sneaky snake 
It covers the sidewalk 
And makes me fall  
It leaves a trail on the car 
And evaporates in the night 
 
 

Christmas Poem 
By Madison Evans 

I wake up nice and warm  
Snuggled in a hundred blankets 

 I get up and slip fluffy slippers on, 
 then I look outside: 

White sprinkles all over the ground and in the air! 
I race down the steps and see a delightful drink 

waiting for me. 
It’s chocolatey and warm  

with creamy marshmallows floating  
in a  mug that says “Christmas Baby!”  

I scream for my siblings  
we bundle up then next thing we know…  

Snowball fight!!  
White streaks going past my face  

then I say it’s time to build a snowman  
I stack the snow balls:  

Biggest, medium, small,  
 I create a beautiful snowman face that  

gives joy to us all. W we go sledding down hills, 
prancing up and down, 

 then the hardest part: getting back up to the top,! 
After our cheeks are bright and red, 

 we run inside to the fireplace  
That was fun! Let’s do it another day.  

 

 

Winter Poem 

By  Kristin Gricco 
 

Snow falling from the trees, 

The warm cookie smell in the air. 

I hear the snow crunching under my feet, 

The sweet taste of hot chocolate as I sip, 

The warm fuzzy socks against my feet… 

Winter 
 
 

 
 

 

Travel Section 

Hedgerow Theater 
By Alana Richardson 
 

Hey it’s me, Alana, back with something for Christmas 
time. There is a play for Christmas time called A 
Christmas Carol.  It is showing at the Hedgerow 
Theater right now. It’s the story of Scrooge and Tiny 
Tim. The Hedgerow is a really special theater. It is the 
longest running repertory theater in the whole 
country.  Famous actors have performed there. If you 
want to go it’s in Media: 64 Rose Valley Road. It is a 
Passport to History site, so you can get a stamp for 
your passport if you go.  Be sure to share about it with 
all your friends. 
 

.  
  

Fourth Grade joined the Passport to History program!  Mrs. Confer came 
out to tell us about how to earn stamps for our passports.  Alana 
Richardson’s column features a different Passport to History site each 
month.   
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Top 3 Most Cringe-worthy Jokes 

By Skye Bachetti 
 
 
Q: What kind of diet did the snowman go on? 
A: The Meltdown diet 
 
Q: How did the snowman keep his house up? 
A: Iglooed it together 
 
Q:  What kind of motorcycle does Santa 
drive? 
A:  Holly Davidson 

TECH 

 

Answers to Math Problems 

1.  5 

2. 60 

3. 0.36 

Answers to Riddles 

A snowman 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

By Avery Peters 

 

Hi Pennell, I’m back. Here are some fun facts 
about my favorite holiday, Christmas. 
 
1. Did you think “Jingle bells” was written only for 
Christmas? Well you’d be wrong! It was originally 
written for Thanksgiving! 
2. Did you know that the original Rudolph didn’t 
have a red nose? 
3. Out of all of Santa’s reindeer, Dasher is the 
eldest, and Vixen is the youngest. 
4. Comet is the fastest in the sky. 
5. Did you know that the tallest Christmas tree is 
106 feet and 9 inches? 
6. Christmas trees were first sold in the US in 
1850 
 
Hope you get lots of presents!!  
  

 

 

 

Michael Walsh 
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Reading Counts 

By Zarian Cabalo & Kayla Bigelow 

Continued from front page 

Pennell’s total reading counts goal is 100,000,000 
words in case you didn’t know. For Pennell’s 
smaller goals: 20,000 words (which we already 
hit), 40,000 words (we hit this, too), 60,000 
words, and 80,000 words. 
 

 

 
 

Dimple 
By Adam Panusky 
 

The dimple on my cheek is pointless and dumb 
Today’s picture day 
The war has already begun 
In front of a green screen 
The camera confronting me 
My dimple would be in the yearbook 
For everyone to see 
I took a deep breath 
Deep breath 
Deep breath 
I grinned the best I could 
The camera flashed 
My life just crashed 
I was really embarrassed 
Everybody might laugh 
When they saw my stubborn dimple 
In the yearbook 
At the end of the year  

 

Did You Know? 

By Avery Peters 

 Every snowflake is different 

 Mrs. Claus has more than one name! 

 One of Mrs. Claus’ names is Jessica 

 Santa’s reindeer are mostly girls 

 In Ireland, Catholics celebrate “Little 

Christmas”, also known as the Epiphany 

         on January 6,  

 In Mexico, Christmas is celebrated from 

December 12 to January 6.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

Amanda Pappas 

 

Our million word readers are Zarian 

Cabalo, Kayla Bigelow,  Evan Gray, Marianna 

Gobal, Angelo Morelli, and Mandy Ou. If the 

school wants to wear hats to school for one day, 

we will have to get 60,000,000 words. But first we 

have to see who will be the 7th million word 

reader here at Pennell Elementary. Some ideas for 

good reads are the Series of Unfortunate Events 

and Magic Tree House books. If you like orphans, 

notoriously evil villains and biggish books you will 

never want to put this book down.   

Another book is The Magic Tree House. If 

you like non-fiction books and magic, you’ll love 

this story. Good luck and don’t forget to keep 

reading!  This was Zarian Cabalo and Kayla 

Bigelow.  
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Easy DIY Recipes  

By Samantha Robinson 

 
                                                     
If you like to bake and eat cake then this is the 
recipe for you! First you’re going to need to fetch 
your ingredients 
 

 3 eggs  
 2 cups of sugar  
 2 cups of flour  
 ¾ cups of unsweetened cocoa powder    
 1 teaspoon of baking soda  
 ¾ teaspoons of baking powder 
 2 teaspoons of vanilla 
 And of course ¾ cups of softened butter   

         
Once you have these ingredients out you should 
preheat your oven to 350 degrees but make sure 
an adult helps you with that and be careful it going 
to be really HOT!!!After you get that done let’s 
move to the next step. That would be to grease and 
flour two 6” X 1 ½” round cake pans. Next, you 
would use a mixer to mix two cups of flour,¾ cups 
of unsweetened cocoa powder, and don’t forget the 
baking powder and the baking soda. Next put that 
aside, then get a large bowl and mix butter, eggs 
and vanilla. Once you do that you want to gradually 
add sugar. Mix that on medium on high speed for 
about 3-4 minutes until the batter is well mixed.  
 Next alternately combine in flour mixture and milk 
to batter while it is mixing. Continue to mix it until 
the batter is smooth. Then, pour equal amounts of 
batter into greased and floured round cake pans. 
Then bake it for 30-35 minutes. After that check 
with a toothpick to see if it is done cooking. Once 
again have an adult help you with all of this.  If 
needed bake for a few more minutes. After that you 
want to remove them from the oven and allow them 
to cool in their pans for a few minutes. Finally, the 
last step is to place the cakes on a wire rack to let 
them properly cool down, then you are ready to 
assemble your cake. Well, there you have it folks: 
the perfect way to make a cake!                        

 

Culture 

Happy Holidays! This Month’s column Is 
Multicultural!  
 

Two Cool Holiday Traditions          
by Nicole Lynn Harvey 
 

Christmas is a favorite holiday here in America, but 
here are two interesting holiday traditions I found 
in Newsweek.  You can read the whole article 
here:   https://www.newsweek.com/10-weird-

holiday-traditions-celebrated-around-world-757732 

 
  1. In Japan, Christmas isn’t really celebrated, but 
Kentucky Fried Chicken sure is! Yes, eating KFC on 
December 25 instead of having a homemade 
Christmas dinner is a tradition in Japan.  KFC is so 
popular, the chain asks customers to place their 
orders at least two months in advance. The 
popular feast began back in 1974 when it was 
introduced to Japan for visitors who wanted a 
dinner resembling a traditional holiday meal. The 
chicken dinner also attracted locals, and it’s still a 
tradition practiced 40 years later! 
 
2. In the Ukraine Christmas trees are often covered 
in spider webs. Folklore tells the story of a poor 
family who grew a Christmas tree from a pinecone. 
The children were excited about decorating their 
own Christmas tree, but the family was poor and 
they weren’t able to decorate it for the holiday. 
When they woke up Christmas morning, they 
found spiders had spun webs around the tree’s 
branches. Today, Ukrainians dress up their trees 
with spider webs to welcome good luck into the 
coming year. 

 

Homemade 

chocolate 

cake! 
 

Ukranians use 
paper and wire 
to make little 
spider 
decorations  
known as 
pavuchky. 

"Legend of the Christmas Spider – Wikipedia 
"https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend_of_the_Christmas_Spider.  
 

https://www.newsweek.com/10-weird-holiday-traditions-celebrated-around-world-757732
https://www.newsweek.com/10-weird-holiday-traditions-celebrated-around-world-757732
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend_of_the_Christmas_Spider
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Hanukkah    

Hanukkah 
By: Madison Evans and Michael Walsh 

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday. There are eight days 
in Hanukkah. One of the traditions is they light the 
menorah each day of the eight days of Hanukkah. 
You get a present each of the eight days of 
Hanukkah. Finally you get to have a special supper. 
When I was in second grade I tried one of their 
foods.  It was called Hanukkah gelt (it’s a piece of 
chocolate shaped like coins and wrapped in gold 
foil.) I also tried latkes (they look like mini 
pancakes. One kind of toy they played with was 
wooden dreidels. 
 

 
 
My aunt's boyfriend is Jewish and he celebrates 
Hanukkah. Some facts I know about it is that it's 8 
days long. It goes from December 2 to  December 
10. He Said he's does not wear the yarmulke, which 
is the small hats many of the Jewish people wear.  
He said that he is exactly 100 percent Jewish.That is 
everything we know about Hanukkah. 

 special traditions at your house? 
 

 

 

Happy Holidays 

 

 
 

LUCIA  HANUKKAH 

SOLSTICE  HOGMANAY       

CHRISTMAS     DIWALI       

EPIPHANY   KWANZAA 

FETES   FIESTAS   

       ADVENT 

 

 Michael Walsh 

Reyka Sy 
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How to play the  

Dreidel game 
 To start each player gets 10-15 pieces. 

Pieces could be raisin, chocolate coin, etc. 

Each player puts one piece in the center; you 

also do this after every turn. Each turn you spin 

the dreidel, and what you spin is what you do. 

Nun means you do nothing. Gimel means put 

all pieces in center. He means you get half of 

what is in the center. Shin or Pe means you put 

one piece in the center. Whoever has the most 

pieces wins. 

 

 

Game Review:      Lego Worlds ™   

By Braeden Digiovanni 
 In this creative adventureful and 
carefree game there are two modes: adventure 
mode and sandbox. In adventure mode you 
make discoveries, build, paint, copy, change the 
landscape, use your inventory, free build, and 
change what you look like! Make your own skin 
with the custom character part of the 
customizer. When you want a break go to the 
sandbox mode which has everything you need.  
The game will then advise you go to adventure 
mode if you’re first starting out.  

 

Tools, Gold Bricks, Troublemakers,  
Inventory, & Free Build 

 There are troublemakers which carry 
building bricks or gold bricks which are used to 
fix your ship or to get bigger and better worlds! 
When you get enough gold bricks you can earn 
a prize! The build tool allows you to build in 
random shapes and sizes, and if you want to 
bring along your build, you need to use the copy 
tool. The copy tool takes the build, lets you 
name the build, and saves the build to your 
discovery tool. The discovery tool allows you to 
build anything you discover. The discovery tool 
also has you discover things and then unlock 
them. The paint tool can change the color of 
each brick you place. You can choose the color 
of the paint tool and brush. Then finally there is 
the build tool which allows you to build anything 
out of what bricks you have. Free build is just 
like the build tool but you have access to every 
brick. Inventory is basically just where 
everything you get goes. 

Trader 
 The trader is a lady in a hot-air-balloon 
who flies randomly around your world you can 
either trade for or buy her things. The trader has 
great resources. Some resources are hearts 
and food and bricks. I really hope you liked 
hearing about this game!!! 
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WINTER is… winner:   

 

 

Across 
4. Don't throw it too hard! 
5. You give these to people you love 
7. 32 degrees Fahrenheit 
 
Down 
1. Frozen precipitation 
2. You might do it at Ice Works 
3. Frozen water 
4. Fun activity in the snow 
6. The sound you make when you are 
REALLY cold 
 

Winter 

 

Braeden DiGiovanni 


